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2009 Annual Conference Review:
Riding The Ministry Wave, Long Beach CA

Thomas D. Danklefsen, Director of Communications

While this year’s attendance was a bit lacking as compared to earlier years, those who did
attend the Annual Conference were blessed with southern California warmth, sunshine
and a ‘surf’s up’ good time! The west coast travel distance and the economy seemed to
prove a deterrent to attendance, but not to the excellence of this conference.

NACBA National Conference
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We began our time together following opening regis-
tration with a good old fashioned ice cream sundae
social. The biggest complaint | heard was the small
size of the ice cream bowls. But we soon found our way
around that, adjusting by way of multiple trips to the
ice cream line! Fellowship and both new and renewed
friendships were the order of the evening.

The combined UMACBA/NACBA Annual Conference
began and we met for lunch Saturday for our prst
business meeting. Highlights include: approval of treasurer’s report to include an in-
tentional decrease of $14,569.91 in fund balance and reduction in funding by GCFA;
presentation of slate of ofpcers; membership report of total membership of 186; ad-
dition to our bylaws; NICFA report that the new four week model is working well; and
greetings relayed by Alan Morrison from the General Secretary Kumar.

Our sponsored workshops this year followed the tradition of excellence established
in past conferences. Brent Messick helped us develop and live within budgets; Nick
Nicholaou addressed the clash of time and technology; and Tom Greer brought timely
information on the Green Church.

Saturday evening’s gathering took us to the
high seas. We enjoyed a delightful and delicious
dinner cruise around Long Beach Bay. It was a
peaceful way to unwind with good friends after
a rigorous day of workshop-ing!

A depnite highlight of the conference this year
was our closing banquet and business session
held at The Neighborhood, La Vecindad. The Rev.
Sandy Olewine and the good people of the Neigh-
borhood welcomed us and fed us with grace and
style. Our pnal business meeting followed a wonderful meal, which included some
cheesecake mischief. Two new certipcations were recognized: Thomas D. Danklefsen
and Kevin M. Kellogg. Four re-certipcations were recognized, Betty A. Henderson,
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Balancing Your Life with
Bouncing Balls

What are the most important things in your life? What do you
spend the most time doing? Jesus tells us in Matthew 6:21 “For where your treasure
is there is your heart also.”

President

DianNE WILKINSON

Right now | am “in the cycle.” Fall brings budgets, new ministries, stewardship em-
phases, charge conferences, cash yow issues, and a host of other details that cause
me to lose focus of my real treasures.

| have a treasure box in my ofpce. Inside of it are four very fragile painted balls and
a bunch of “High Jumping” balls. | put this treasure box together several years ago
after | read a novel by James Patterson, Suzanne’s Diary for Nicholas. The essence
of the passage that touched my heart was that “life is a game in which you are jug-
gling pve balls.6 For me those balls are called God, family, work, mission and integrity.
Your balls might be work, family, health, friends, self-care or any number of important
things in your life.

oYou are keeping them all up in the air. But one day you pnally come to understand
that work is a rubber ball. If you drop it, it will bounce back. The other four balls, God,
family, mission, integrity are made of glass. If you drop one of these, it will irrevocably
be scuffed, nicked, perhaps even shattered. And once you truly understand the lessons
of the pve balls, you will have the beginnings of balance in your life.6

| want to encourage you to have balance in your life. Keep the important things im-
portant and your life will be truly blessed. | pass my bouncing balls out to those who
need the reminder that there are more important things to life than putting in 50 to
80 hours a week in work.

For me the opportunity to gather with fellc
United Methodist Church Administrators
is very important. Even in these trying
economic times, | budget for continuing
education for our church staff. | encour-
age you to plan now on joining us at the
Gaylord Palms in Orlando, Florida July 19-23,
2010. You will always learn something new
or a better way to help you in your professior -—
inspired; make and renew friendships and ¢
home refreshed and renewed. Have fun bou
the rubber ball of work!

HACEA NATIONAL
CONFERENCE
ORLANGE
JULY 19-23, 2079

Thank you for the privilege of serving UM/ -
the Executive Board. It is a great honor to work with this
pne leadership team. If you have any suggestions on how
UMACBA can better serve its members, please contact anyone on the board. We are
here to serve you.

Dianne Wilkinson
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Treasurer’s Report

Noah Allen, FCBA, Treasurer

The Connection

Income

Gifts & Donations $25.00
Membership Dues 7,201.19
Interest -
Executive Committee Meeting Expense Reimbursement by GCFA -
Net Conference Income /(Loss) - awaiting reimbursement by NACBA (6,673.93)
Total Income $552.26
Expenditures

Marketing/Membership Development $7,771.48
Postage -
Newsletter

Executive Committee Meeting Expenses Paid by GCFA -
Executive Committee Meeting Expenses Not Paid by GCFA 16,305.60
Nominating Committee -
UMACBA Outreach 1,000.00
D&O Insurance Premium 585.00
Contingency/Miscellaneous (Note 1) 350.00
Total Expenditures $26,012.08
Net Income/(Loss) (25,459.82)
January 1, 2009 Fund Balance 59,222.42
December 31, 2009 Fund Balance (August 31, 2009) $33,762.60

UMACBA Membership Initiative

Phil Greenwald, FCBA, Membership Coordinator

The membership of the association has grown to more than 200, as administrators
across the country recognize the importance of networking with others in the peld. Inan
effort to continue increasing our membership, the Executive Committee has approved
two initiatives. First, all current members renewing their membership before January
30, 2010 will receive Y2 off the membership cost, meaning that a 2010 membership
will be only $25! Second, brand new members who join before December 31, 2009
will receive 2 years for the price of one — just $50 to become a member for 2010
and 2011. This would be a great time to invite another administrator in your area to
join! Please take just 5 minutes today to renew your membership and also contact an
administrator at a neighboring church and invite him/her to discover the benepts of
membership in the UMACBA. For more information, please contact our Membership
Secretary, Sindy Hail, at 405-232-1371 or shail@stlukesokc.org.

ik NatiONAL CHURCH

ADMINISTRATION DAY
Ocroser 15, 2009

If you haven’t already made plans to observe this day in your community, it is not too
late. Please see the NACBA site —www.nacba.net — for times, locations and resources
for this prst annual day to expand our base and involve more of our churches in best
ministry practices.
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The purpose of the United Methodist
Association of Church Business
Administrators shall be to support the
ministry of Christ and the Christian
Church by providing leadership, training,
and encouragement in the areas of
church business administration for
individuals and organizations of The
United Methodist Church.

The Connection, Fall 2009, Published
by the United Methodist Association of
Church Business Administrators, Grove
City United Methodist Church, 2710
Columbus St, Grove City, OH 43123.

MEMBERSHIP

For more information about becoming
a member of UMACBA or for a
membership application, go to our
website www.umacba.org or contact
Dixon Moseley at 850-484-2749 or
dixon.umacba@cox.net.
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Annual Conference Review, from front
In Memoriam: Beth Luton Jerry Kelly, Yvonne Nipper and Martha S.

On July 27, 2009, UMACBA lost a friend and champion Weege, as were Peggy K. Blankenship,
in Beth Luton. A friend to all, and for many a teaching M. Dixon Moseley and James L. Murphy
and training inyuence, Beth died after the recurrence of who were granted Lifetime Certipcation.
breast cancer. Beth served at Candler from 1997 until The tour of the church was a nice transi-
2008, when she moved to Nashville to become Assistant tion to our closing worship together with
General Secretary at the United Methodist General Board Holy Communion led by Rev. Olewine and
on Higher Education and Ministries. While at Candler she Rev. Morrison. With the benediction we
had opportunity to inyuence many of us working through adjourned our meeting and the Annual
our certipcation seminars. In fact, she has left a lasting Conference. Some left for home, some
impression that far outreaches the UMACBA. returned for the balance of the NACBA

conference. All were blessed by our time
In Beth’s honor the UMACBA sent a $250 memorial to the Green Bough House | together.

of Prayer, a favored retreat location for Beth. Memorials may be sent to Green
Bough House of Prayer, 876 Pendleton Creek Road, Adrian, GA 31002. In a thank Make plans and budget for accommoda-
you note from the family: “She held you all in great esteem and was passionate tions now for our gathering in Orlando
about your call and training to serve the Church in your many congregations and beginning July 19, 2010, where we will
institutions.” We will miss her infectious spirit, which was second only to her faith be “Empowered By the Son”! See you
in our Lord Jesus! there!

Renew your UMACBA membership to continue to receive the newsletter and other
valuable benepts. Online membership renewal at www.umcevents.org and click on
“Membership.”
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