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UM PACT Reach Extended To Missouri
Move seeks to protect churches of all sizes

D uring the June Missouri
Annual Conference, a resolution
was proposed and adopted by the
Missouri Trustees which
established the United Methodist
Property and Casualty Trust (UM
PACT) as the official property and
casualty insurance provider.
All UMCs in the

Missouri Conference
will be required to
carry insurance with
UM PACT . This move
is intended to
enhance protection
for the denomination,
and ensure that all
UMs are adequately
protected. It is still uncertain as to
the price competitiveness of this
program.
The resolution included an

amendment to require the Board
of Trustees to conduct an annual
review of price competitiveness.
According to the trustees,

“Conference-wide coverage allows 

for the certainty of knowing every
church is protected with adequate
limits of coverage, that the
potential for ‘divide and conquer’
litigation techniques of settling
with one party to fund litigation
against the others can be
eliminated and the risks and
exposures are known by the
insurer, all of which provides for

premium
stabilization.”
In acknowledgement

of the need to have a
conference-wide
coverage program and
the realization that
some small churches
lack sufficient means
to have any acceptable

level of protection, the Board of
Trustees has approved the use of
funds now within its budget,
derived from disposed properties,
to provide one-time grants to
small churches to assist in acquir-
ing the protection provided by the
UM PACT coverage.

–by Phil Estes
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For non-participating conferences,
questions about this program may be
directed to your conference treasurer,
or to:
The PACT Service Center of the

United Methodist Church
c/o The Gallagher Centre
Two Pierce Place, Floor 22
Itasca, IL60143-3141

1.877.862.7228
www.umcpact.org
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Monday, July 19
UMACBA Executive Committee Meeting
9:00 am – 12:00 noon (Sanchez BR)

Registration and Reception
9:00 am – 5:00 pm: Registration (staffed in the morning 
by volunteers)

5:30 pm – 6:15 pm: Opening Reception (Wedding Pavilion)
	 Cheese hors d’oeuvres and punch

Tuesday, July 20
Annual UMACBA Meeting 10:30 am – 12:30 pm (St. George 108)
Needed Prior: 2011 recommended budget and 2010-11 nominating committee report.

Workshops
Workshop A
Right Brain vs. Left Brain – Col-
lusion or Collision?
Dr. J. Robert Nations, Jr., D.Min., is Associate 
Minister of Counseling and Congregational 
Care for Centenary UMC, Winston-Salem, NC. 
He received a B.A. and M.Div. from Duke Uni-
versity and his D. Min. from Eastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary inPhiladelphia, PA. He 
has 31 years experience as pastor, coun-
selor, and psychiatric hospital administrator. 
Professional memberships include American 
Counseling Association, American Associa-
tion of Marriage and Family Therapists, and 
Association for Clinical Pastoral Education. 
He also serves as Associate Professor for 
Pfeiffer University. 

Understanding our own and others’ 
tendency to be a Right Brain or Left 
Brain person helps build effective 
communication and healthy working 
styles in church administration. This 
workshop will help participants learn 
about the theory of Right Brain and 
Left Brain thinking. Participants will be 

UMACBA Annual Meeting and Events 
at the NACBA National Conference in Orlando, Florida, July 19-21, 2010

continued on page 3

UMACBA 
Annual 
Social 
Event

Dinner & 
Sunset Gator 
Hunt

On Tuesday, July 20, 
after a day of work-
shops and meetings, 

join us for a fun evening all about alliga-
tors! The evening starts at 6pm with an 
exclusive program and a buffet dinner. 
Then we board airboats for a twilight 
expedition and a sunset “hunt” for the 
giant reptiles. You will see wildlife in a 
whole new light in the seldom-visited 
heart of natural Florida.

Price includes transportation, airboat 
ride, wildlife show, dinner, taxes and gra-
tuities. See page A (special section) for 
more information about this event.

We are excited 
to announce our 
Facebook page!

In order to both keep up with each other 
and keep up with our rapidly changing 
times we now have a Facebook presence!  
If you have a Facebook account you can 
search for us at United Methodist Associa-
tion of Church Business Administrators.  
This is a members only site where we will 
post information and stay in contact.  

www.facebook.com/
group.php?v=wall&gid=352191086008
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from the pen of the

President
DIANNE WILKINSON

How is it with your Soul?
I am þnishing a two year Academy for Spiritual Directors 
in May. I signed up because I wanted to become a better 
listener. I discovered I didn’t listen better because I was 
always thinking about what I needed to do instead of being with the person who was 
with me. The quarterly academy has enriched my life deeply and helped me through 
some difþcult times. Besides reading and doing verbatim and attending sessions, 
I go on a regular basis to my spiritual director and we talk about soul care. It is an 
important part of my life. As I look back on my ministry in the Church over the past 27 
years, I think I am not different from a lot of people who have been called to serve. I 
forget to take care of my own soul needs.

This is not good for me or for those I seek to serve. My daily Bible readings remind me 
that Jesus took time away from the crowds to be with his Father. As much as I like to 
think I am indispensible, it is a necessary part of my life to have quiet time at home 
before I begin the work in my ofþce. We all have irregular ofþce hours because of the 
myriad of meetings scheduled in the evenings.  Why did I think all those years that I still 
needed to be at the ofþce when it opened even if I had worked late into the night?

Our jobs are draining mentally, emotionally, physically and spiritually. It is only when 
we take the time to acknowledge that we cannot do what we have been called to do 
without the help of the Holy Spirit that we come to the place of full release. I am look-
ing forward to seeing you at our UMACBA event in Orlando in July. It will be a time of 
refreshing interaction with those who understand exactly what we do. It will offer a time 
to network, discuss new ideas, and stimulating seminars and some good fun also. It 
will be good for your soul. I hope you will plan on attending; I need my soul brothers 
and sisters sharing this journey with me.

Dianne
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The purpose of the United Methodist 
Association of Church Business 
Administrators shall be to support the 
ministry of Christ and the Christian 
Church by providing leadership, training, 
and encouragement in the areas of 
church business administration for 
individuals and organizations of The 
United Methodist Church.

The Connection, April 2010, Published 
by the United Methodist Association of 
Church Business Administrators, Grove 
City United Methodist Church, 2710 
Columbus St, Grove City, OH 43123.

MEMBERSHIP
For more information about becoming 
a member of UMACBA or for a 
membership application, go to our 
website www.umacba.org or contact 
contact Phil Greenwald at 405-232-
1371 or pgreenwald@stlukesokc.org.

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Thomas D. Danklefsen
614-875-5612
churchadm@gcumc.org

CREATIVE DIRECTOR
Kelly Keesling
kgkeesling@carolina.rr.com

For more information about the United 
Methodist Association of Church Business 
Administrators, see the website at
www.umacba.org.

UMACBA database software furnished by

able to identify their favored tendency and how it enables each person to function in 
their preferred role. With increased understanding of Right Brain and Left Brain differ-
ences, learning how to work with opposite type persons can increase problem solving 
skills and abilities. Strategies for resolving conÿict and creating desired outcomes in 
working relationships and in our ministry together will be addressed

Workshop B
Investing Post The Great Recession
Tom Harrison, CFA, is Director of Investment Services for the General Board of Pension and Health 
Beneþts of The United Methodist Church.

Coming out of the one of the worst economic crisis of the past generation, how do congre-
gations begin to manage investments in the òNew Economy?ó This workshop will examine 
socially responsible investing, proxy voting, and managing investment portfolios.

Wednesday, July 21
Workshop C
Welcoming, Assimilation and Administration
Presented by Tisha Tate and Reverend Phil Greenwald. Tisha is the Director of Welcoming Ministries 
at St. Lukeõs UMC in Oklahoma City. Prior to working at St. Lukeõs, Tisha was employed as a Solu-
tions Project Manager for Xerox Corporation. Tisha holds a B.A. in English Communications from St. 
Maryõs University in San Antonio, Texas.

Phil is the Minister of Finance & Administration at St. Lukeõs UMC in Oklahoma City, where he 
works with a staff of more than 165 and oversees the administration of the Childrenõs Center, Arts 
Ministry, and the St. Lukeõs Foundation. Phil is active in the Rotary Club of Oklahoma City, serves 
as Chair of the Order of Deacons for the Oklahoma Annual Conference, and consults with churches 
across the country on administrative and programming issues.

Learn how St. Lukeõs United Methodist Church in Oklahoma City, a historic, mainline, 
downtown church, is thriving even when other United Methodist churches across the 
nation are struggling to keep their doors open. St. Lukeõs has experienced phenomenal 
year over year membership growth and stewardship support. Learn how welcoming, 
hospitality and assimilation play an important part in this exciting success, as St. 
Lukeõs lives their mission statement of sharing Godõs love and bringing hope to the 
world! This seminar will focus on ways that administrators can encourage and facilitate 
growth through efþcient and effective administrative practices.

WORKSHOP D
Disaster: Pre and Post Planning
Marilyn Swanson is the Director, Disaster Recovery, Florida Conference of the United Methodist 
Church.  Marilyn has served as the director of Disaster Recovery Ministry since August 2004 imme-
diately following the arrival of Hurricane Charley in Charlotte Harbor. She currently serves as chair 
of the case management committee of the Florida VOAD (Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster) 
and serves on the NVOAD case management committee.

If a hurricane or other disaster was heading toward your community would your church 
know what to do? In the aftermath of the disaster, would your church know how to 
respond effectively to ensure the immediate safety and security of church property, 
staff, church members and the community? Would your church know how to respond 
appropriately to meet long terms needs in the church and the community? Knowing 
what to do before, during and after a disaster will help your church be better prepared 
to be a vital part of your church and your communityõs relief and recovery process.

Annual Meeting, from front page
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New Paradigm In 
Communication
Scott Vaughn is a friend of the church 
and a nationally known leader in church 
communications. With Scottõs permission 
we have included his latest article, “The 
New Paradigmó in our special section 
this month. This is a must read as we 
move into the era of social media and 
the widening arena of communication for 
the church. You can þnd more out from 
Scottõs website, www.svministry.com. 
You may also subscribe to Scottõs free 
monthly newsletter from the website to 
stay connected in the process. Scott will 
be attending the Annual Conference in 
Orlando, so plan to see him there! He will 
also be presenting at the Western New 
York chapter on Thursday, Oct. 21. Thanks 
Scott for your help in what we do!

Certiþcation Seminars 2010              
Registration for this summerõs National Institute in 
Church Finance and Administration is well underway. 
This yearõs institute has a dynamic menu of classes that will 
be presented in four consecutive weeks. Having the institute in 
four consecutive weeks presents the opportunity of completing 
all seminars in one year.

In addition, the Ofþce of Lifelong Learning has contracted with The Emory Inn for 
rooms at a reduced rate ($40/night) which includes Continental breakfast. If you are 
registering for 2 or more consecutive weeks you may check out/in of the hotel for 
the weekends, saving you money on housing. Lunch will be provided for three of the 
Seminar days (Tues, Wed, and Thurs) and dinner on Thursday night of each week.

Online registration is available through our new NICFA registration website
(www.certain.com/system/proþle/web/index.cfm?PKWebId=0x1922053db9). The 
site includes information about the hotel, schedules, Emory campus information, even 
links to completed certiþcation projects.

We hope to see you this summer! If you are already registered please pass the registra-
tion web site link on to someone you think would be interested in coming to NICFA.

If you have any questions please contact Rick Kravako, Administrative Assistant for 
the Ofþce of Lifelong Learning rkravak@emory.edu.
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UMACBA’s Annual Conference Social Event
Sunset Gator Hunt and Dinner 
Tuesday, July 20, 6:00pm – 11:00pm 

The afternoon starts with your òcertiþedó Eco-Guideõs narration en-route as you head 
to the turn-of-the-century þsh camp, located in the middle of nowhere, miles from 
anywhere, and on the banks of the “Central Florida Everglades.” Here you’ll enjoy a 
soft drink and sample some gator-tail while being entertained with an educational 
lecture from an ofþcial agent from The Florida Fish & Wildlife Commission. The agent 
will handle live alligators and snakes, and conduct an exclusive program before 
your Florida òCracker-Styleó buffet dinner while we wait for the right moment to 
board airboats for the Gator “Hunt.”

Each 15 passenger airboat has its own guide and licensed Coast Guard Captain. 
During the twilight portion of the expedition you’ll learn of the fresh water ecosys-
tem of the St. Johnõs River, alligators, and the huge assortment of wildlife you will 
encounter on this safe, educational, thrilling dinner adventure. But as the sun sets, 
we travel into complete darkness at speeds of up to 40 miles per hour, òhuntingó 
in the habitat of giant reptiles. Piercing out from the darkness, the red eyes of the 
gators are sure indicators you’re not alone. You will see wildlife in a whole new light. 
This safe, educational dinner adventure takes you into the seldom-visited heart of 
natural Florida. Youõll experience beautiful protected wetland hammocks, travel by 
airboat into pristine fresh water marshes and into a bald cypress swamp. Youõll fall 
in love with the original beauty of old Florida. Upon your return to the þsh camp, weõll 
have another soft drink, while you ask your questions, take in the ambiance of the 
þsh camp, and maybe even get to hold an alligator if you dare. This is a real Florida 
“Cracker” experience you’ll talk about forever. 

Buffet Dinner Menu
Appetizer – Fresh Alligator Tail
Entrée ð Grilled Fresh Fish of the Day, Chicken Tenders, Fried Catþsh, Hushpup-

pies, Cole Slaw and Baked Beans
Dessert ð Ice Cream
Beverages - Coffee, Tea Water and Soft Drinks

Price ($75) includes transfer via deluxe air-conditioned mini/motorcoach, a 45 minute 
night airboat ride, 45 minute wildlife show, full course dinner, staff assistance, all taxes 
and gratuities. Beverage packages and an upgraded buffet menu can be added for 
an additional cost. This tour is wheelchair accessible.

How to Register for this Event
Need this information... do they sign up at the conference or beforehand? Do they 
need to pay now or at the door?
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Income
Gifts & Donations $ 25.00 
Membership Dues 7,977.17 
Interest 1,147.39   
Executive Committee Meeting Expense Reimbursement by GCFA 5,583.05   
Net Conference Income /(Loss) ð (see below) 3,249.68 
Total Income $17,982.29 

Expenditures
Marketing/Membership Development $ 9,804.38 
Executive Committee Meeting Expenses Paid by GCFA  5,583.05   
Executive Committee Meeting Expenses Not Paid by GCFA 13,106.35 
UMACBA Outreach 1,000.00   
D&O Insurance Premium  585.00 
SEJUMACBA Grant 1,500.00
Contingency/Miscellaneous (see * below)  350.00 
Total Expenditures $ 31,928.78 

Net Income/(Loss)  (13,946.49)
January 1, 2009 Fund Balance  59,222.42 
December 31, 2009 Fund Balance  $45,275.93 

United Methodist Association of Church Business Administrators
Treasurer’s Report for the Year Ended December 31, 2009
Noah Allen, CCA, Treasurer

*Note:	 Executive Committee Meeting Expenses includes $2,338.20 paid in December 2009 for the meeting 
held in January 2010.

2009 Annual Meeting Net Conference Income
Income
NACBA/UMACBA Combined $4,653.00 
UMACBA Only 1,331.00 
UMACBA Polity Class 500.00   
Saturday Dinner Cruise Registration Fees 2,200.00
Saturday Dinner Cruise Extra Tickets 750.00 
Sunday Dinner Registration Fees 2,200.00
Sunday Dinner Extra Tickets 200.00
Total Income $11,834.00 

Expenditures
Friday Reception at Westin $1,470.07
Dinner Cruise 4,368.91
Prepaid Expense  -   
Entertainment 500.00
Transportation  -   
Audio Visual Expenses (Polity Class & Saturday Lunch) 398.40
Marketing/Souvenirs 1,846.94
Total Expenditures $ 8,584.32 

Net Income/(Loss) $3,249.68 


